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31 July 2019 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
I wrote to you in April of this year to share with the Committee a copy of the draft vision and 
outcomes framework for the new National Transport Strategy (NTS2) and advised that 
consultation would take place on the draft strategy from July 2019.  I am now delighted to 
inform you that we have published our draft National Transport Strategy - protecting our 
climate and improving lives – today, 31 July 2019, for a 12-week consultation period. A copy 
of the draft strategy, the consultation response form and supporting documents are available 
online at www.transport.gov.scot/NTS2. 
 
The strategy sets out our ambitions for Scotland’s Transport system over the next 20 years.   
It gives our vision for transport: We will have a sustainable, inclusive and accessible 
transport system helping to deliver a healthier, more prosperous and fairer Scotland for 
communities, business and visitors. The transport vision is underpinned by four priority 
themes: Promotes Equality; Takes Climate Action; Helps our Economy Prosper; and 
Improves our Health and Wellbeing.  The vision, priorities, and the supporting outcomes  
have been tested widely with stakeholders and are consistent with the version I shared 
previously with the Committee but have been further strengthened to reflect the global 
climate emergency and the role of transport in delivering net-zero emissions by 2045. 
 
Importantly, the strategy signals the future direction of transport in Scotland and provides the 
context within which any future decisions should be made.  We have set out that at the 
national level, future transport investment decisions will be made as part of the Strategic 
Transport Projects Review (STPR2), will be in the context of the strategy’s priorities and in 
line with the Sustainable Travel and Investment Hierarchies (which promotes walking, 
cycling, public transport and shared transport options in preference to single occupancy car 
use). 
 
The strategy sets out that we all have a responsibility in delivering it and making sure it is a 
success, including: local, central governments, businesses and individuals.  It sets out 
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Scottish Government action in three key areas: Increasing Accountability, Strengthening 
Evidence, and Managing Demand.  Some of the key actions are: 
 

 Improving accountability and better outcomes through a new delivery board with 
external representation to oversee delivery of the plan; 

 Citizens’ panels to influence the plan based on lived experiences; 
 Increased levels of business engagement; 

 Developing new transport governance arrangements on the basis of a regional model; 

 A review of all discounts on public transport currently available to 16-18 and a 
potential extension to those under the age of 26, honouring a Cabinet commitment; 

 Putting sustainable travel at the core of future decision-making at all levels of 
Government; 

 Set out a delivery plan linking the update to the Climate Change Plan and the Second 
Strategic Projects Review. 
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